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: The Preface to the Reader. © 


Reader, | 
HIS Sermon being the laft which IT had 
: the Honor to preach before our late Gra- 
cious Sovereign of bleſſed and immortal 
Memory; and having been ſo well approvd 
of by Him, that T receiv d bis Commands twice for the 
printing of it, and bis Defence of it after it was publiſb- 
ed, I now again preſent to publick View, yet not with- 
wt ſome apprehenſion of danger; for if, notwithſlanding 
the Royal Command and Defence of that Sagacionus 
Prince, I could not at that time eſcape the ſevere ſtrokes 
of ſome Potent Men, who from the very moment it was 
frftpreach'd, by ſecret Arts endeavour d my ruine, and 
became my Enemies for no other reaſon, but becauſe 1 
told them the truth : I have little reaſon to expet bet- 
ter uſage now, being to my unſpeakable grief deflitute of 
that Royal Patronage. | 
The Deſign of it is to vindicate that Church-Autho- 
rity, which our Lord, before he went into his far Country, 
in a moſt ſolemn manner conferr d upon his Apoſtles, and 
phich was to deſcend upon their Succeſſors, and 10 
continued in the Governors and Guides of the Church 
unto the end of the World ; to leſſen, if not render aſe- 
leſs this Sacred Authority, eſpecially that part of it, 
which conſiſts in expounding the Scriptures, in teaching 
and guiding the Flock ; ſome modern Divine ( for rea- 
A2 ſons 


The Preface to the Reader. 1 
ſons beft known to themſelves) have advant'd the Per. 
ſpicuity of Scripture to that degree, that not only the | | 
leſs difficult part thereof, but even the Yvonne thaw, 
ſelves are become eaſie and intelligible to every Metha. | 
nick Reader. And it may ſeem ſtrange, that this pretend. 
ed Clearneſs of Scripture; unknown to- thoſe Tlluftrious | 
Fathers,who writ in the firſt and ſucceeding Agesof Chri. 
ſtianity, who with indefatigable Labour, painful Watth- 
ings, and inceſſant Recourſe to the Spirit of Truth, en- 
deawoured to explain the deep Myſteries thereof, ſhould 
never be diſcovered until theſe laſt Centuries, and theg- 
made uſe of to uſher in,and ſupport thoſe peſtilent Schiſms 
which happened in the Weſtern Charches, and is indeed 
ſet as a fatal Bar to fruſtrate all the Methods of Re-uni- 
on : and yet ſtranger, that theſe Diſcoverers ſhould be | 
wilfully blind, as not to diſcern, that nothing is more 
clearly reveal 'd, or more expreſly ſet down in Hoh 
Writ, than the Authority here contended for, if the in- 
fallible and concurrent Teſtimony of the Evangeliſtsmuy 
be thought of any moment in the caſe. 

God forbid the Bread of Life ſhould be denied tothe 
Children of the Goſpel Covenant ; but whether the great 
Mafter of the Houſhold has not appointed Spiritual Fe 
thers to be the Stewards and Diſpenſers of this Heave- 
ly Food,or left the Children to be their own Carvers,ought 


to have been more maturely conſider d ; for this Bread 


of Life, which is the Word of Ged, is by St. Paul com- 
par d toa two-edged Sword, and if that be put ay hs | 
| ands | 
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bends of uns kilfal Managers,” it may prove both fatal to 
themſelves, and deftratiroe to others. AST , 

I ſhall not here trouble you with a review of - thoſe 
Complaints, occaſioned by the dire Hereſies, which Joon 
foloved upon the firfl Tranſlation of the Bible into the 
Engliſh Tongue; fince the Divine Writings cannot be 
Bf tranſlated into too many Languages, and ſince after the 
 [ranſlation, the Supreme ys rity might bavehindred 
the miſchiefs which inſued,by reſtraining thepromiſcuous 
reading of them, and indulging that Priviledge to thoſe 
only who ſhould be licens'd thereunto by the Governours 
if the Church. | 

But certainly thoſe men had no very good Deſign, nor 
a due Honour for the Divine Oracles, who firſt expos'd 
their myſterious meaning to the Fudgment of every wul- 
re cor Capacity; and yet I would willinglyentertain ſomuch 
Charity for them, as to believe the firſt Inventors did 
wt foreſee the dangerous Conſequences of their own Prin- 
riple ; for from hence. it naturally follows, im the Firſt 
pace, That there is no neceſſity of Church-Guides for di- 
Wrefting Chriſtians in neceſſary Baith.” Secondly, From 
- Wfence follows a contempt. of their. Funition, at leaſt as to 
this part of it, (for -who 'will* regard that Authority 
phich is made uſeleſs;) Fhirdly,'An Einundation of all 
thoſe wild Opinions, mbicheither Maliteor Jonorancecan 


bt 


ad Wray men into. Fourthly;The multiplying of Sefts and 
terefies, without any due: Means left for the ſuppreſſing 
tbem, ſince every ſincere Endeavourer may equally _ 
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_ the Truth of Scripture \in juſtification of bisOpilion6 
This one Principle has Lara xrufalem” wht: 
was once a City at Unity within it ſelf, into aBabel ul 
of Languages, ( but what is worſe ) a Confuſion of-yjyſW!. 
groſſeft Errors which ever infeſted the Church ſince vg 
Foundation of Chriftianity ; and ſince Latitudiniſm jy 
Principles, is evermore accompanied with Libertiniſm ll 
Praflice, Schiſm in the Church begets Sedition in hl! 
Monarchy,and an Eraftian in the one, proves a Republi" 
canin the other. To this one Principle may be chief 
aſcrib d all the Fatal miſchiefs of the IJate unnatural War! 
and the dreadful Confuſions intended by the laft Fanatieli" 
Conſpiracy, which we ſo narrowly eſcap'd, that we'ralWi® 
ſcarce yet think our ſelves ſecure from the danger of irW! 
for fince the Tranſlation of the Bible into our Language: 
and the promiſcuous Reading of it, what Schiſmatill © 
ever wanted a Text, bf his own interpreting; to 'comntftts 
nance his Schiſm? or Rebel, to authorize bis Rebellidaſ" + 
The Peace and Unity of the Catholick Church, oughl« 
to be dearer to every good Chriftian, than the preatel' 
temporal Bleſſings, or even Life it ſelf : How far thi" 
has been obſtrufted by the envenom'd Writings and riff” 
ftian Principles of ſome modern Controvertiſts, I wiſh: 
hail not too juſt cauſe 10 Iament; and that in theilf'" 
Tranſports bf. indiſcreet. Zeal, and even inhuman 
Paſſions, they had not wornded the Catbolick\througp"c 
the ſides of the Roman Church; for- ot \tontented "5 
throw off an Univerſal Supremacy, unduly challenged. 
| d) 
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* 's Succeſſors, as' the Prerogative of the firſt 
by i | - ren they have denied _ Primacy bf. a 
| rms Unitatis whrch 3s. both conſiftent with 
i 4c prian's, Hoc crant utiq; & czteri Apoſtoli, 
ood fuit Petrus, pari conſortto prxdit: & honoris 
atls, &c. allow'd by the moſi genuine Sons of 
+» Church of England, and which is neceſſary: for. the 
morting the Eccleſiaſtical Hierarchy, a nad. without 


ih that Unity of the Church, which the Holy Father- 
pot contends for, cannot ſo well beprefervd Tot 
ented: with this Degradation of / his Holineſs, | 

, ine proceeded furtber,and made him the Antic AM 
ca Wn of Sin, the Son of Perdition, notwithflandt | 
_ ho 


We hcnomens of the Apocalyptica falſe Fore 
wil agree: to Mahomet as. thei pagenialy Oxford- 
2 ; bas fully and learnedly made out in his, Aimno-- 
tions 02 the 2 Theff., Chap. 2. not contented to juftifie 
"” Separation fron the Church:of Rome. , upon the 
vunt of Inzogations, Corruptions, end; impoſing-them- 
wi nece/ary Conditions of Comminion, and. ſo. becoming: 
uy of eauſal Schiſm,. they bave. repreſented all Fr | 
oe Wlenbers of that Church, both Paſtors —_ Peaple, both 
F \ Dadirin and Praftice, gxilty \of Hdeatbeny/h,.and worſe, 
befor tbe m20/t ſottiſh Hearbeni)b Idolatryfo fant d.Charge, 
uſo injurious to that Charity which theC burch of Eng- 
ltd bath always been renowir'd for, that I hope the Au-- 
1 rs of it mu2y baue-Grace te .retrad, aud make ſatisfa-- 
on for that Scandal which is thereby gruen even t0 0ur.” 
COMMON. 
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"a karnedly made good the Charge ; whereas concerning the. 
tl laft of theſe Poſitions, neither his preſent M. nqr any of- 
ion his Predeceſſors,by virtue of their Eccleſiaſtical Suprema.. 
i, ycver thought themſelves indow'd with any other Power, 
the ut that of Nurſing Fathers , neither do's the true ſence. 
"ER fthe 0ath inveſt the Civil Magiſtrate with any other 
"df Power in Spiritual Matters,thanwhat is purely external 
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» 
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and coercive, if Biſhop Bramhal, and others, may be 
thought of equal Authority with the Authors there tax'd; 
et them conſider in this very juntTure of time the conſe- 
quence of their own Poſitions, and then lay their hands 
pon their mouths, and be for ever after ſilent : or if they 
pleaſe to look backward, let them conſider what miſchiefs 
the Fathers of the Church had brought upon themſelves, 
had they been of this Opinion when Julian qud Conſtan- 
nusrezgn d; had they ſpent as much time in defending the 
Church of England,as they have in gppoſing the Church of 
Rome, they would have prov d WAN as good Sub- 
jets ro the Father of their Country, and as dutiful Sons to 
their Mother the Church; had they given a true account 
of ancient Church-Government, inſtead of imbroyling us 
rith Irenicum's and Weapon-ſalves, they had purchas'd 
6s much Renown to themſelves, and more Benefit to 
Chriſt's Catholick Church ; then might we hope to ſee the 
Miſchiefs of Separation diſplay'd, without a Preface of 
ſub Conceſſions as manifeſily tend to the deſtruftion of 
Uniformity : and if it be a ſign of a Iuke-warm and un- 
generous temper to deſert a Friend in affliiion,that cruel 
junlure of time in which thoſe Conceſſions were —_ | 
a 0es 
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does no ways extemuate the Preſumption, for it deſerqe; 
no milder a Name ; for any private Dottor, let bis Fans 
be never ſo great, to aſſume to himſelf a more than Papal 
Power, to diftate ex Cathedra, preſcribe to the C burch Wt 
and unfix what has been eſtabliſht by her venerable Au. Ml 
thority, generally receiv'd and approv d by all ber tru Ws 
Subjefts; then might we not deſpair to behold and ad. WP 
mire the Beauty of the Church of England in all be W 1h 
heights of Decency and Order ; her Dorins believ'd, Wl ni 
her Liturgies daily frequented; her Sacraments fre. 5 
quently — : ber Rubricks duly obſerv 4, her ne. Ml i 
glefed Diſcipline reftored; her Cenſures dreaded; hel fu 
Governours religioufly obey d : then might we not deſpair Wl 1h 
70 ſee our Controverſies in Religion manag d with al due WY th 
deference to the Authority of ancient Fathers and Coun ( 
cils, general Tradition, and the conſent of the Catholick I Cl 
Church, and conſequently with a deſign to maintain uni- 
werſal Truths,rather than our own private Opinions; 0 11 
confute mens Errors, rather than expoſe their Perſons ; | r 
anda return of that Chriſtian Spirit which enobled the I th! 
Writings of Caſſander,Grotius, Forbes, and many other | i: 
Tiuftrious Conciliators, the decay whereof hath widend ſl if 
our Breaches, and obſtrutted that Union which ought ed 
be the earneſt deſire, endeavor of every good Chriſtian. 61 
If the Church of England do's not flouriſh as much in 
our days, as ever it did ſince the firſt Reformation, the Þ th 
fault muſt be in our ſelves, fince His Majeſty,in his gra-Q Br 
cious Declaration, has paſt his Royal Word for the pre- 
ſervation of the Government both of Church and State,as 
| It 
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1s now by Law eſtabliſhed, and we cannot in Honor, or 
Duty require more, fince bis Word has always been as Sa- 
med and inviolable to him, as his Perſon and Preroga- 
tive ought to be to us; wherefore inſtead of fomenting 
wedleſs Fears and Falouſies concerning our Religion, 
ohich even in a Coffee-Houſe is dangerous, but from the 
Pulpit do's naturally riſe into Diſorders and Tumults , 
the people are to be taught the Duties of Submiſſion, Hu- 
nility, and Obedience to their Governors, both Civil and 
Spiritual, that as Religion is not to be propagated by 
force, ſo neither is it lawful to take up Arms againſt Iaw- 
ful Authority in defence of it ; they are to be inſtrufted in 
the Duties of Paſſive Obedience, and non-reſiſtance, from 
the Dotrines of the Scripture, the Principles of the 
Church of England, and the Praftice of the Primitive 
Chriſtians, when under the ſevereft Perſecutions. 

In the ſame Declaration He is pleas d further to add, 
That He knows the Principles of the Church of England 
are for Monarchy, and the Members of it have thew'd 
themſelves good and loyal Subjefls ; therefore he will 
always take care to defend and ſupport it : ſo that out 
of bis abundant Goodneſs and C lemency, he bas confirm- 
ed bis Word by the ſareſt T yes of Intereſt and Princely 
bratitude. = | 

It pleaſed the Almighty(in whoſe hands are the Fate of 
the greateſt of Potentates) to call to Heaven his deareſt 
Brother, and to leave him the deepeſt Mourner in the 
Nation,in that very period of time, when they might have 


promis'd themſelves a ſecure enjoyment of earthly Bleſ- 
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ſings; for had not that glorious Monarch,like Moſeslya 


invincible Patience and Magnanimity withſtood the ny. 
murings and ingratitudes of a rebellious People, freed 
us from the Slavery and Tyranny of our Egyptian Tag- 
maſters, brought us out of a Wilderneſs of Confuſion,and 
placed us within the proſpet of a Canaan of Peace anl 
Order; and yet to his lawful Succeſſor, the mighty Jo 
ſhua, Providence decreed the full poſſeſſion of thoſe Ble. 
ſings, which be, the lamented Molcs, only liv'd to hay 
a ſight of. 
And what may we not promiſe to our ſelves under his 
moſt auſpicious Reign, and in nothing more auſpiciou, 
than in the peaceable devolution of the Crown upon his 
Head; after ſo many bold and wicked Attempts-to cut of 
his Succeſſion, this ſeems no leſs miraculous than his Pre: 


deceſſor's Reftauration;may his Subjetts learn from hence, | 


That Kings are of Divine Right,and dread the Vengeane 
of that God by whom they reign; may they never forget 
the miſeries they have eſcap d, nor grow weary of the 
benefits they are ſure to enjoy under his wiſe and flead) 
Condutt; may his Reign be long and proſperous ; andto 
compleat his Happineſs, may all his People give himthe 
ſame dutiful Obedience now he is King, which he ſo reli 
giouſly paid to his Sovereign, when he was the higheſt of 
Subjefs ; and to ſay no more, may be live to accompliſb 
thoſe glorious things for this Nation, for which be ſeems 
to be deſign'd, by that ſpecial Providence which has at- 
tended him through the whole courſe of his life, and 


has now plac'd him on the Imperial Throne. 
2 ict 
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fl In which are ſome things bard to be Un- 

- - derflood, which they that are unlearned, 


6, ; | 

Is \ HE clearneſs of Scripture , in all points we+ 
of ceſſary to Salvation," to all ſuch as ſincerely 
6. endeavour to believe, and find out the True. 


; Senſe thereof : as it is a Principle which 

| ſuits very well with the nature and deſign. 
CY ofa Rule; with: the Juſtice and Goodneſs of God in 
ef opounding it as ſuch ; and hath been urged with ſome 
be berk againſt thoſe , who plead a neceſlity of having 
1, One Supreme infallible Judge, to decide. and determine 
JY all Controverſies, which ſhall happen to ariſe concerning 
that Faith which was ogce deliver'd to the Saints: Whole 
be Deciſions and Determinations, ſay they, ought to be 
[i-B Receiv'd, by all the Sons of the Church [for as much as _ 
of | the Church. is the ſame in all Ages] with equal Aﬀent | 
and Veneration with thoſe of the Apoſtles : And this to 
be the only fure way , to keep the Unity of the Faith in 
NY the Bond of Peace. | 2.2 

t- Whereby on the other hand *tis ſaid, New Articles of 
Fiith may be daily impoſed ; the Dofrines of men paſs 


B _ for 


C2] 

for the- Commandments of God, and humane h T 
- receive the: ſtamp of Divine Authority ; whereby meg 
ſeem precluded enuine methods of coming to the: 
- Knowledge of the Truth., and thoſe Precepts of ſearch. 
ing the Scriptures, ſeeking the Kingdom of Heaven, trying 
the Spirits, are rendred IneffeQual ; whereby men are 
{o far from being able to give an account of their Faith, 
that their Underflandings: are enflav'd. by « Principle of 
blind Obedience ; 1a far from being led into the ways of 
Religion, by the cords of mes, that they ſem rather to. 
be driven. like Beaſts, and aQed like Pup 
phragd by a late Author. b* HA 

As this. DofFrine of the Clearnef# of Scripture , hath: 
prov'd ſucceſsful: to the beating down: the pretences to. 
an abſolute Infallibility , and uncontroulable Soveraign 
over the Conſciences of men : ſo on the other hand hath: 
any = embokden'd the Patrons of Liberty, nat'only 
to deſpiſe their Eccleſiaſtical Supertors, to throw off x 
obedience to Chriſt's Minifters; [Whom He, notwith-. 
Amt, a little before his' Return to his Fathers Court, 
for. the 
His Church , Anointed and Ordain'd to. pry the- 
Apoftolical Offices, of Preaching the Goſpel; 'Remiirting: 


Sins ; Inflifting (enſures ; Miniſterially conferring the Hh. 
ly Ghoſt ; Deciding Controverſies, and Adminiftring the St-. 


craments in his ſtead, here on earth till his fecond com- 
ing] but likewiſe to invade theinPunCtion , uſurp their: 


Sacred Calling ; eſpecially that part of it whichconſifth. 


E 
. 
Pr 


in Preaching and Expounding the Word. 


For, ſay they, ſince *tis confefs'd , the ag 
h 


fufficiently ckar to all unprejudiced minds, ſuch as are 


free from the clogs of Paſſion and Intereſt ; Why ſhould: 


theſe pretended — of Chriſt take fo much upon: 
hem *7 Are not all the Congreation Holy, and Learned, 
#: well as they? Are they the 


"Wd LEE” 


rther negotiaging , and adyancing the affairs gf” 


only Temples off the Holy: 
y Temples of Chef's 


| 


C33 
Gf ? And And doth the is of Prophecy refuue Tolely i in 


pode _ nt on [of Moſes, *tis confefs?d, there 
was a neceflity of an Aron ; _ under the Legal 
cconomy , the Prieſts Lips did ve ara 

und likewiſe during the Reign 
was an .uppropriate Miniſtry. Bir he caſe is quite 
diferent under the Goſpel, God having made clearer 
diſcoveries of himſelf, and poured out more liberally of 
his Spirit _ all Fleſh. The ſenſe of the Law that 
was Doubtful, Typical and Myſterious; the Prophecies 
were induſtrioulh couch? 4 ke dark Parables, and 
dliver'd in obſcure fayings. But then the light, the 

ious light of the Goſpel, as *"twas univerſal, *twas 
likewiſe fo clear, that any one that runs may read. W 


- then ſhould we not affert that Likerty wherew ich Chi 
| hath made us free ? and ſince we have a Command, to 


work out our own Salvation., Whey ſhould we paz our 
Faith upon. other mens ſleeves ? 

Thus theſe men , under the goodly Pretences of Chr 
ftian Liberty, become enflay*d to ſpiritual pride and:con- 
ceitedneſs ; plead the Prerogative of the Go pel, m- pre- 
juice of Chriſt's own Ambafſadors ; urge, for-their'6wn 
private Conceptions , clearneſs of Scripture, to:theip 
own Confuſion; and pry ſo. long into the. DoQtrines of 
Theology”, till at length they light on thoſe hidden Ddy- 
feries, whichthey being Unlearned: and! Unſtable; Wreft 
unto their own Deſtruction. : The way! thus. dy 
my Text yet leads me into theſe following | lidera- 
tions. 

ph That the — —_— doth: no ways leſſen the 

off Spiritual Guides.. 


lo ted though ahe Seri wes. be' clear in-themſelves',. ye 
pr men, ab endoning their Lavfiud Guides, and falboing 
their own:Coprupt Fancies, may _— and. diſtort thens to 
their own Deſtruition. 2 3. That 


[4] 
: © 3: That for preventing Miſtakes from riſing,” and ſupyrefs 
ng Errors af riſen , "tis the duty of Private = ſubs 
mit their Tudgments in matters of Religion, to the Determi. 

nations of thoſe whom God hath conſtituted to be their Spiris 

tual Guides and Governours; unkſfl it manifeſtly appear, the 

ſuch Determinations are contrary to Gods Word. . 

-:' IE I begin with the Firſt , That the Clearneſs of Seri 

prure, &c. For ,' if the Scriptures be ſo:Clear, and Self- 

evident , as.is pretended , then may men with greater 

ſecurity rely on the DireQtions.of their Guides ; and they 

have the leſs Reaſon. to ſuſpe&t their ConduRt in tho: 

things, wherein they themſelves being Judges , they 
cannat be miſtaken, if they ſincerely attend:them ; the 

clearnels. of the Law is ſo far from leſſening the Autho- 
rity, that it: rather conciliates. reverence to the Judge.. 
The Profeflion of Phyſick - doth not- therefore become; 
uſeleſs, becauſe the Aphoriſms of Fippocrates contain the 

neceſſary. Rules for Health ; and may be: underſtood by 
thoſe who are capacitated ,. and will. take the pains to 
RR <5, Pt norm is 

. - The:Scriptures they do clearly, contain' the Doftrines 
of: Satvation : And one way , whereby. Chriſt- proy'd 
himſelf the:true Meſſias, was: by anſwering: that Chara- 
Qer-the Prophets had given of Him, that the Poor ſhould 
have the Goſpel Preached unto them, z. e. Men as of 
{mall. Capacities, . and leſs Eſtates, ſo: of hutnble and 
tcachable Diſpoſitions ; men.who ate Poor in Spirit, as 
well as in. Fortune : And the perfeQtion of. the. Chriſtian 
Law conſifts-in this, that therein God hath-preſcribed a; 
reaſonable ſervice. The Rules of Life, which are there- 
in.laid down, are not ſo much the produ&t of abſolute 
Power and Sovereignty; as the-Reſult of, infinite-Met- 
&y: and: Goodneſs. And theſe His Attributes Jed Him 

to conſult the wants , and commiſerate the Neceſſities 
of the meaneſt of Mankind : And therefore., as _ 


*%s; 


(C5) 
He took upon Him to deliver Man , He did not abhor 
the Virgins Womb ; and that He might become a Sacri- 
fice for Sin., was content to be difarray'd of His own 
Eternal Glory,” to take upon Him the Form. of a Servant, 
and to-humble Himſelf to the Death, the ſhameful Death 
of the Croſs :. ſo likewiſe when He took upon Him the 
Office of a Teacher, by a wonderful Condeſcent; 'He ac- 
commodated His Do##rines to -the Reaſon and humane 
AﬀeQtions of His Auditors. His Laws obtain'd as much 
by their ſuitableneſs to our Natures, as-the Authority 
of the Speaker. When He preach'd His Divine: Sermosw 
tothe Multitude, He did not amuſe- them with-Myfti- 
cal Theology, or torture their Underſtandings with pro- 
found Subtilties ; but as He was the Brightneſfi of: his Fas 
thers Glory , and the expreſs Image of His Perſon; 10 He 
declar'd the Law of God in-a:moſt: Plain and Perfpicuous 
manner. | 3, 2 » T1350 of 

Mzhomet indeed , that grand Impoſtor,: was'well Ad+ 
visd to pen his 'Atcoran in ſwelling Words, and myſti- 
cal Phraſes; and as in ſame things to Reſtrain, ſo in 
others to Indulge the ſenſual Appetite:: For by this Stra- 
tagem , that ſottiſh People with whom he had to doz 
were content to part with their natural Right , to gain 
an Unlawful Freedom , and to Admire what. they'were 
never like to Underſtand. Wt. 

But our new and perfe&t Law-giver Chriit. Jeſus, ha 
ving no other deſign but the Salvation:of. Souls, and be- 
 Ingevery way. Adorn'd for ſo noble a Purpoſe ; though: 
He made the Gate Narrow, 'and the Path Strait ; yet He 
hath promiſed it ſhall be Open'd to all that Knock ;. and. 
none, unleſs Wilfully, need miſtake the Way which leads 
to Eternal Life: : - SEAN , £8 

But. then , becauſe He-knew , there was no [Rule 10 
Plain, but it might be Miftaten ; no Precept ſo clear, but: 
it might be Perverted ;- no: Dofrine {a pure, but it —__ 


[6] 
be Correpted : Becauſe He forefaw there would ariſe fil 
Prophets, and falſe Teachers, whoſe buſineſs it: wool 
be to Seduce the Jgnorant , and Debauch the Credelous: 
Becauſe He forefaw a perpetual Succeſſion of Gzoficde, 
wha, in all Ages, would ſet up the Dagav of their own 
laſcivious Fancies , in appalition to the 474 of His Co- 
yenafit ; and be: {a audacious, as: everrto Confront D- 
vine Revelations with carnal Reaſoning ; therefore to 
obviate, and prevent , the miſchies of ſuch grievay 
Wetves ; before He took His Journey into his far Coun- 
try , out of a: tender care of that Flock , which He had 
chas'd with tus Blood , He appointed Owesſeers , and 
Paftors of as Flock ; committed to them, and them © 
' the care of Feeding his Flock ; amplified their Conmmiſh 
with the like Authority, which he had receiv'd-from his 
Father; promis'd ta be with them unto the End of the 
World ; and to affiſt them with that Sprrie , which 
ſhould guide them into all Truth. 

If then the Scriptures be {o clear, as to be underſtood 
even by the Abu/aitude , then much more by the Diſciples 
in general : Tf by the Difcipks in general , much more 
by the College of the Apofiles , who were: His ſpecial Fa- 
vourices , and 'of his Cabinet-counfel : If the Nations, 
to whom theſe Minifters in Chief, and Plenipotentraries 
for Chriſt, made known the Wi# of God, weve through- 


ly inſtructed for the Kingdom of Heaven.; then much 


more both they, and their Succeffors, upon whom they; 
in obedience to thetr' Mafters Command, 'conferr*d the 
fame Paſtoral power which they had receiv*d from 

The Clearneſs then of Scripture cannot reafonably be 
urg'd, in Prejudice of Chriff*s Miniſters ; for. wharfveveo 
is from heace *d , in favour of the Pegpſe', the ad- 
vantage will be _— on theic fide. Thus hath 
God promis'd the Aſliftance of his: Spirit to all private 
men, 
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men, who- ſincerely endeavour to find out the Truth ; 
then much leſs will He be wanting ts the Governours 
of his Church, to whom He hath committed the care of 
the Souls of thoſe private-men , and mm power even 
to conifer the Holy Ghoſt. Are the Scriptures clear to- 
them, much more to thoſe, whom the Son of God hath 
ſpnaliz'd , and fer apare for the Lights of the World ? 
Two Things are uſtally- brought to hinder this Proce- 
dure: E:ther that thoſe Promnſes of Affiſtance were made 
only ro the Apoſtles ; or elſe that they depend on the  condi- 
tioned Righteouſpefſ of Men. ' Where , by the way , it 
may be Qbferv'd , that by the Firft-of theſe, the Elatm 
of the People is utterly cur off ; arid by the'Second; they 
have as ſmall Advantage. | | | 

But they who argue this, might do well to confider, 
that this ObjeQtion may ftrike at the very Foandation q 
the Faith. For, if thoſe:promiſes of Afﬀiſtance ; which 
Chriſt made to his Church be Hypothetical ; if they de- 
' pend on the Performance of Men , then may the | rod 
| detiow totter , the Gates of Fell: prevail, Chriſtianity decay, 
and the Goſpel it ſelf be loſt out of the World, e 
End thereof , notwithſtanding all Chrift's fair promiſes 
to the contrary. If they had beer confin'd anty co the 
Apoſtks, the Chriſtian Region had not long ſurviv'd its 
Author ; every Martyrdom of an- Apoftle had pull'd 
down a Pillar of the Church ,, and by confequence, the 
| whole Fabrick muſt have fallen to the ground in the ve- 

ry firſt Century of our Lord. | 

Happy indeed had it been for Chriftendom , that the 
Imperiouſneſs of ſome Modern Biſhops of Rome had not 
brought an'Odinm , though unjuftly , upon Epiſcopacy 
in general , that. their too: much Lording it over the 
Flock, had not given Advantage ro 'the Enemies of 
Church- Authority, and their challenging to themſelves ar 
kaſt an indirect Power in Temporals, had not — 
tne 


the Kings of the Earth, to. ſtand up, '#nd:take-Counſy. 
how . they might deſtroy ſo dangerous an. Uſurperion:gf. 
the pretended Vicegerent of the Lords Anointed, |. +. 
Happy had it been , if for the Support of theit Secy. 
lar Greatneſs, they had not wreſted the Scriptures tg 
countenance ſuch Dottrines, as haye no clear and ſolid. 
Foundation therein ; and that under.pretence of making: 
the Church all Glorious within, her Governours all Tr. 
umphant without , they had not defac'd Her Innocent 
Beauty, and. made Her Mzlitant in the worſt of Sences..... 
However , they can no way. be excuſed , who think. 
they can never be ſecure from Papal Supremacy, but by. 
demoliſhing the Evangelical Hierarchy, and introducy 
a Presbyterian Pay:ity.into the Catholick Church ; and to 
avoid the Neceſlity of having an Infallible Judge , leay- 
ing every private prepoſſefled Fancy to the Perſpicuity of 
Scripture , 'whereby men are often bewildred in,a.Laby- 
rinth of Errors, ſeduc'd into thoſe:by-paths which lead 
to the Pi of Deſftruion : For, notwithſtanding that 


Beam of Divine Light , which ſhines ſo, bright in. the: 


Scriptures, it ſeems ſome men have Eyes either ſo weak, 
as to be dazled-at the fight of -it ,;:or; elſe -ſo 'bliad: with 
Pride or Malice, as not to pergeive it ; For. St. Peter 
tells us, there are inthe Scriptures{ſome things hard ta 
be underſtood , which unlearned and unſtable men wreſ 
unto their own DeſtruQtion.: , And therefore the Ualear, 


ned ſhould do well to conſult their Teachers; the Uny 


ſtable, thoſe that are ſound in the Faith ;. which brings 
me to: my ſecond (general Conſideration. That though 
the Scriptures be clear in themſelves, yet Private men, abaw- 
doping their Guides , and following their own corrupt Fan: 
ctes, may deprave and diſtort them to their own deſftruition, (. 
| Who thoſe Wreſters .were;, or- what. thoſe! hojwinm 
are, wherewith St. Peter chargeth the Epiſtles of his b& 
loved Brother Pas/, I ſhall -not firitly inquire ; the 
Apoſtle 
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[91 | 
ipoſtle having paſ'd them 'oyer in a profound: filence, i 
ill he og yon 'this diftance of time exaQly.:to dex 
fne ; yet 'tis not improbable, that either the Gzofick, 
or (erinthian Hereticks, were here chiefly aim'd-at, who - 

a miſtake of ſome PrediQtions, became the Founders: 
of a Temporal Dominion of Chriſt after His Reſurre- 
Rion ; wherein His Followers in: their New Jers/alem, 
ſhould wallow'in ſenſual Luſts'and Pleaſures ;. ſpend the 
ſpace of a Thouſand Years, as in a Nuptial Feſtivity, 
2nd enjoy the all that is in the World ; the Luſts of the 
Fleſh , the Luſts of the Eye , and the Pride of Life, in 
25 ample and exquiſite a manner, as the moſt Epicurean 
Soul could effef&t or covet: A Fancy, 1n its firſt Origi- 
nal, meerly Jewiſh ; afterwards entertain'd /by- ſome 
Judaizing Chriſtians ; and finally, rather reQified than 
abandoned by ſome of the Fathers in the Primitive 
times. And if thoſe ſablime Wits, -who had all the 
Learning which either Jeruſalem, , Athens,:or :Rome, could 
boaſt, were nevertheleſs miſtaken in [their Expoſitions 
of ſome abſtruſe Texts of Scripture [whilſt-they deli- 
ver'd their Opinions. but as private DoQtors]. what won- 
der, if the unlearned and unſtable wrelt them to their 
own DeſtruQion ? | '* 

That they have; de faFo,' done this, is manifeſt, ſince 
'twill be hard to inſtance in.any one Century, which is 
not either chargeable with new Hereſies, cr the reviv- 
ing and improving of old. And the moſt extravagant 
Opinions, which: ever yet ſaw the light , have ftill 
ſhrouded themſelves under the Patronage of Holy Writ. 
What ſhall we ſay then, ſhall we condemn the Scri- 
ptures of Sin ? Shall we ſay , That the Scriptures are 
of themſelyes either Ser, Fol of-Error , or-not a _ſuffi- 
cient Store-houſe of Truth ? God forbid. The Scriptures 
are Holy, Juſt, and Good, but-private! men: wreſt thera 
totheir own DeſtruQtion. ane this they do; Firſt, By 

| err 


(12) 

--L. Firſt,, By nog + where it will be pre- 
ſently -objeted 3 thac Ignorance is 1o far from” being 

pas” 4 of Error, or Impiety, that, in a ſober ſence, *%ys 
truly the Mother of Devotion. - The Wiſdom of this 
World-is given-in by Tertulias , as the prime Cauſe of 
Hereſie; None - were: greater 'Tormentors of- the Serj- 
prures than the Philoſophers.; for- which 'Reaſdn they 
are branded:by the ſame Author with the Title of Arch. 
Hereticks.: Particularly the Valentinian Heveſie , concer- 
ning the portentous produttion of the Gods, comes from. 
the Platoniſts ; Marcion's Unconcern'd, and Lary God, was 
firſt ſer up by the Stoicks ;- the Mortality of the Soul was 
the Dofrine of the Epicareans:; the Impoſlibility of the 
Reſurrefion of the Fleſh, of the whole ſtream of Phi. 


% 


lolophers. _ - | 


_ The Apoltle tells us; Not many Mighty , not many: 


en : cautions his Pro« 


Wiſe, not many Noble, -were cho 


ſelytes y_—_ hiloſophy and'vaja Deceit, and concludes. 


the Wiſdom of this World, Fooliſhneſs with God. Where. 
tore, by 'Augl, Unlearned, inthis place, we are not 
to underſtand [deoes, and thoſe who never knew Letters; 
but we muſt underſtand thoſe who will not be inftru}- 


ed oy the Maffers of Divine Wifdom, the Nolentes diſcere,. 
thoſe 


who refuſe to hear the Church of. the Living God, 
which alone #s the Pillar and Foundation of Truth. And {6 
their Learning , like J=lian's, only qualifies-them to de- 
ride the DoCtrines of a Crucified God, and by their Wil- 
dom they become the more formidable -Enemies of 
Chriſt's Kingdom. 


Thus, if Lucefer, the Son of the Morning, fall from. 


his Allegiance , whole Legions of the Heavenly Hoſt are 
involv'd in.the Rebellion. That Herefie ſpreads like the 


Contagion of -a: Leproſfie , which hath an Arrims for its. 


Founder, and \a Conſtantine for its Promoter ; And the 
ofa? Mahumetan 
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Mahwnictan Religion ores as well: its- monſtrous Birth, 
25 its. fatal. Increaſe ta the; Malice 4b: Cunning: of an 
Hpoftare Few, and a Reaegeda Chriftien. And to give 
but one inſtance more, but of a' far more Modern Date, 
and therefore of more 'dangerous -conſequence; Thar 
unhappy man Socixar',. a perſon ' dtherwaſe of ſingular 
Wit and: Ecarning ; but being in tltis ſenſe. unlearned, 
;c, having entertain'd 1d flender a Notion of the Church, 
25 to date a general DefeQtion from the very Deaths of 
the Apoſtles ; upon this Perfwafion, thought it not Rok 
bery to make himſelf equal to the molt Occamerical (oun- 
cls, to contradict the moſt receiv*d Dodtrines of: the 
Church ; and from this contempt. of his Mother , to 
roceed to that daring pitch of impiety, as to deny even 
the Lord that bought him : ſo dangerous is it for pri- 
yate men to. -rely"ſolely upon the # rw xmas. of 'Scri- 
pture , or to. meaſare, the Jovoy2w of the Incarnation of 
the Godhead; his Conſubſtantiality with the Father, by 
the ſcantling of Humane Reaſon. Ceadat curioftt as fides, 
gloria ſaluti , was the Advice of as great a Wit as any 
Age hath” bred. © Our Curiofity mutt give place to our 


_ Faith; the thirſt'off Temporal Glory , to the benefits of 


Eternal Salvation:”: 

'Tis true, by our Reafon, we are firſt diſpos'd to be 
Chriſtians ; for no Creature , beneath the Rational, is 
capable-of Divine Revelation ;- but when once we have 
_ up our Names to-Chritt, *tis by onr Faith we are 
aved : but if we aſſent to no DoArines , but ſuch as 
our Reaſon fully comprehends, this is no —_—_ Faith, 
but Science ; and fo we may continue Infidels, whilit 
we go under the Norion of Chriſtians. 

And ſince we live in fuch-a knowing Age, wherein 
all captivating the Underſtanding , though 1t be to the 
Obedience of Faith , is made the fubjeft of Grievance and 
Complaint : And that we have to dealwith men of fuch 

, C 2 a ſcepti- 


C1 


a ſceptical Genius; :as-that they do notonly yinquieins | 


the Grounds and Reaſons 'of our. Faith:, _— 
deny our very Creed; with whom a Ti ae 
Reaſon is of more Force ; than the Revelation of St Jobs 
_ __ To the Conſideration: of thele Men. I offer 
s; which -Þ jadge moſt.proper.. NO 
\'The: Anſwer: which 0r7gen made to. Celſ 
CR was. objxeRted by that Calunniaor againft the 
Chriſtians, that their Religion was built on a very 
Foundation; , which durſt.not undergo the Teſt of _ 
ſon,. but commanded: its'Converts not ta Examine, - 
Believe ,-and their Faith ſhould Save them: In po 
owns.the Objection , but wiſely retorts it upon his- Ad- 
verſary., by telling: him, that the Philof es were. the 
greateſt Dz#ators in the World : Witneſs the Ip/e dixit 
of Pythagoras ;; that their Syſtems containid ſome ſuch ſt. 
cret Dogmata , which. their Diſciples ſwallowed. folely 
upon the Credit. of their Maſters. And if the Maſters 
of the Wiſdem of this World [which is-either Fooliſh. 
ze ,. or. at beſt, but.Sciexce, falſy ſo called] required ſo. 
great ſubmiſſion fromtheir Schokrs ; howamuetr 


1s to be given. to thoſe NoQtrines which axeicontaur In. 


the Writings of the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, who were 
_ of God, and fpake as they were zpſpived hy the ans 
Ghoſt ? 

ow Secondly, I urge the Authority of myTord Bays, 
whoſe, ifany, methinks ſhould be aA nas by theſe Vir- 
toſi in Religion ;, The Divine Prerogative, ſaith hei; ex- 
tends it. ſelf to the whole Man; and requires not only 
Qbedience. from our Wills ,; but Solavifiies from our VUn- 
derſtandings. And therefore » as we are bound - a 
the Divine Law, though our Wills reluQ never-10. 
againſt it.; ſo are we obliged to believe whatſoever God 
hath reveal? d,  _ never ſoimprobable to our Un- 
Cn For it we believe no more, than what we 
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can demonſtrate'to be true, we do not believe the Truth 
deliver'd .for the Authors ſake ,. but the Author for the 
Truths ſake ; and ſo we pay no more Reſpe| ro the 
Oricles of God ; than we do to the Writings of Men, 
though never ſo. much ſuſpeRed -by us. "The Faith 
wbich juſtified: Abraham, was converiant. in a matter in- 


 ccdible to Reaſon : And. therefore the higher the 44+ 


feries of Religion are above'our Reaſon , the greater is 


| the exerciſe and triumph of our Faith, and: the Honour 


done unto God in Believing. To-conclude- this Point; 
Great is the uſe of Reaſon: in Retrgion., both as: to- the 
manner of interpreting: the Sertptures, -and the deducing 
we Conſequences ,. and wholeſom - Concluſions from 
thence; and if 'it -be wholly ſappreſs'd , our Religion 
will degenerate into Superſtition ;. we ſhall be {o. far 
from paying God- a Reaſonable Service-,- that we ſhall 
offer Him the Sacrifice of Fools. But then it muſt 'be 
kept to a due temper : for , if it be not managed by 
prudent Guides, *tis apt to grow wild and extravagant; 
to hurry us En to a Belief of the Fouleſt Impoſtures., to a 
Practice of the Groſſeſt Impieties, which. either:the pre- * 
valency of the World, the domineering Enmity of the 
Fleſh, or the implacable Malice of Satan, can propound 

to be. believed or praQis'd. Z 
II. The ſecond Reaſon of private Mens falling iato 
Error, is their I»/tabidity in not adhering to their Guides. ; 
but forſaking them to go aſtray in the intricate. paths of 
Error and Deceit. Hereſie being nothing elſe but an 
Excifion from, and Diſobedience to the Church tn points 
of. Fa;th. And therefore. the Apoſtle pronounceth an 
Heretick Se/f- condemned ; one-who hath wantonly cho- 
kn to himſelf thoſe Opinions, . for. an obſtinate Defence 
whereof, after full and plain-means of Convittion, he 
juſtly falls under the ures of. the Church, is Excom- 
municated :the Afſembly of ;the Saints ;..and. ſo _ 
; epen- 


£14] | 
" Repentarce and Reconciliation continues in a ; 
. rous eftate; if that of Hearhear.and Poblicans be u | 


 tedg'd ſach. .” LF us, : "32! via 
.*: Not in vain then are thoſe jb ny Cautions againl} 
Falling away, thoſe ted Admonitions to Perſeye 


rance, thoſe earneſt rations to hold faft the Pr 
feffion , and contend. for the Faith which was' once del 
ver'd ; thoſe ſo much inculcated Commerids of obeying 
thoſe who are fet Over us in the Lord , Heb. 13. 9. Re 
member them which have the Rule over you, who have ſdolen 
unto you the Word of God, whoſe Faith follow.” Ver. 57, 
Obey them that ' have the Rule over you, and [ſubmit you 
ſetves , for they watch for your Soals, For in vain mi 
e men commit themſelves to the immediate 'Aﬀe- 
ftance of God, who negle& to hear his Gaides ; and 
violate His Commandments, in hopes to procure His 
help and favour : For, from that very moment of time, 


they ceaſe to be Members of the Holy Catholick Chunth, 


they are become Ont-/amries in a Goſpel-ſexſe , they have 
loft the Protef#ion of the Heavenly Kjng , and they lay 
under the Deprivation of- the Benefits belonging to the 
SubjeAs of that Jers/alem which is above. 
And what wonder , if being in this forlorn condition 
the Tempter take his advantage, lead them into the 
Wilderneſs, and there preſent to their diſturb'd Fancies 
falſe Schemes of Religion, ſuggeſt unworthy apprehen- 
ſions of God ; and whatſoever is by him thus fpoeſted, 
is by them miſtaken for new Light and holy Inſpira- 
tions. _ : 
And becauſe this Spirit of Delufion dares put forth, 
among Chriſttans, no Dodrines but fuch as pretend to 
be founded on the Scriptures : to this purpoſe they are 
wreſted and tortur'd., their:Scope is miſtaken, their Sexfe 
abuſed , their Periods tniferably mangled , their whole 
Deſzzn perverted to countenance every Wild ”—_—_ 
r whic 
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which either 2: rapricione Fancy tar imagine, Of 2 mulicious 
" Wi invent, And from hence it comes to paſs, that we 

have as many ſeveral forts of Chriſtians as there are 
different Humors- or Intereſts of men ;-and the oy aa 
with St: Pau}, though ina quite contrary ſenſe , is 
come 31l things-unto al} men, = © 

And having made thus bold with the Scriptures, it 

cannot be expeQted that they ſhould deal-more modeſt- 
y with any Authority inferiour to that ; the moſt an- 
cient Traditions muſt inow give.place to'new Diſcoveries. . 
The Conſent of the Catholick Apoſtolick Church be born 
down by. the Difates of a-private, 'I- might ay ,, fami- 
ar Spirit, Whereas there is-all the reaſon in the World 
to believe that ey were agus the mind of their 
Maſter , thar they faithfully and 'fully- communicated 
their knowledge to their Succeſſors , and fo by certain 
| ſteps and degrees we may arrive at this fundamental 
Truth: That' as the Church is the moſt faithful Keeper, 
the moſt authentick Expoſitor of Scripture. Which 
fairly uſhers in 'my third and laſt Conſideration. That 
for the preventing Miſtakes from riſing, and ſuppreſſing Errors 
when riſen,*T's the daty of Private Men to ſubmit pan ire 
ments, in matters of Religion, to the Determinations of thoſe 
whom God hath Conftituted to be their Spiritual Guides and 
Governours ; unleſs it manifeſtly appear, That fuch Determi- 
wations are contrary to Gods Word. Andthis I ſhall affert 
very briefly both from the Qualifications of the Perſons 
who are appointed to Rule in the Church, and the Rea- 
ſon of the thing. Fe ts 

I. And that which firſt entitles: the Governours of the 
Church to a Swper:ority-over-their Subjects, 15 that Tpecial 
Ordination and (Commiſſion, which they have receiv'd from 
Chriſt, to inftrut the World in all necefſary Truths, 
and that Charge which he hath laid upon others to obey 
them. If any one liſteth to ſee. their Commiſion, he 
may 
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way find it recorded in any of the:four-Evange 
ſhall exhibit it, as *cis exemplified Mare. 28. 18, xg, 26; 
power is 


And Teſus came and ſpike unto them, ſaying ,.' All 
iven 0 me in. Heaven and Earth : Go ye therefore,” and 


each all Nations, Teaching them to obſerve alt. what 


ſoever I have Commanded you : nd lo, I am: with Toa. 
ways unto the end of the World. Tn which words there are 
theſe Three Things conſiderable : 1x. That Chrift com- 
miſſion'd His Diſciples emmy ae He had pro- 
claim'd Himſelf Omnipotent. 2. That this Commithen 
implies it to be Chriſt's Will ,/ that all Nations of the 


World ſhould obey them. 3. That He promiſed tobe 


with Them and their Succeſſors, unto the end of the 
World. And there cannot be a fuller inſtance , of the 
Perverſneſs of ſome Men, who, to evacuate and overs 


throw the Authority of the preſent Church , will needs- 


confine ouvieasia. 18 cw. to ſome period of time, ſhort 
of the final diſſolution of all things , when time ſhall be 
{ſwallow'd up of Eternity ; if not contrary to the Gram- 


matical ſenſe of the Word , yet at leaſt to the deſign of 


the Promiſe, and the nature of the Thing. 


Which of the Ambaſſadours of earthly Potentates ever - 


received ſo ample a Commiſſion ? the Perſon commiſſio. 
ning was Omnipotent. The Commiſhon was univerſalin 
reſpect of Perſons, Time and Place ; 'twas direQed toall 
the Nations, and to continue throughout all the Ages of 
the World, and for the Execution of it they were em» 
powr'd from above 3 whereſoever they came, they conſti- 
ruted a Spiritual Government, and they, had full Power 
to EnaCt ſuch Laws as they thought tended to the Ad- 
vancement of their Maſters Kingdom ; and they did with 
Authority,and not by way of Counſel only,as ſome would 
have, determine ſuch Controverſies as aroſe , It ſeemed 
good to the Holy Ghoſt, and to Vs. 


All along their Spiritual progreſs, if any City refus'd 
to 
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to.receive Then, or. their .DocFrine, they ſhook off the 
duſt off their Feet bpainſt it, asA pftracy Sor: of ſome 
enſuing Judgment, as the.next words manifeſtly.declare ;. 
Verily 1 ſay unto you , It ſhall be more tolerable for Sodom. 
«ad Gomorrha i the day of Judgment , than for that City. | 
Wretched City ! hcw has thy Diſobedience aſcertain'd, 
and aggrandiz'd thy Ruine. , The lewd Inhabitants of. 
Sodorw and Gomorrha ſhall find. more: Favour -1n the day: | 
of Judgment, than. thy Citizens. Moſt true it-1s, ther, 
Power was purely Spiritual : Chriſt, the Prince of Peace, 


"did nat commiſſion Generals to deftroy , but. ſent-forth, 


Apoſtles to. convert the Nations, by. declaring His Laws, 
and denouncing His Judgments. | But then they-had go. 
coercive Power of the Sword,' which God hath given:ta 
Magiſtrates , to infli& the Judgments which they: de- 
nounc'd. But.as they , becauſe. living under, Heathen 


Powers,..left. the Event of their Spiritual Cexfures ſolely. 
to.the Divine Vengeance , [which they .wha eſcap'd in-. 


this World, were ſure to meet with in the:next}; Io is 
it. ſtill, unleſs Kings are graciouſly pleaſed toſhew them+ 
ſelves Nurſing Fathers to the Church , to-enforce Spiritual 
Cenſures by Corporal Penalties, and adjudge thoſe Un- 
worthy the ProteQtion of the Law's. of the Realm, who 
zre. juſtly depriv'd of the Benefits of: the Church. By. 
allwhieh it. appears, that the Church is ſomething elſe, 
than a Chriſtian Commogxmealth, ſince there was. a Church 
before the Commonwealth became. Chriſtian ;. andnei- 
ther the Leviathan, nor any. of -his Diſciples , hath. yer. 
been able to ſhew, how. er when the Ch rch. forſcited, 
Her. antecedent Right::. And that though the Gover- 


| nours thereof may challenge ta.themſelves a Power di-. 


ſtio& , yet:Nno. ways. oppo! te to..the Civil J Ef he Shield 
f Faith doth not claſh-with the Sword of Juſtice. And 
maugre- the deſigns of thoſe, who. have Evil will at. - 


Son, this.is not to ere lmperinmm in imperio, much-leſs 


= 


to 
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co ſer the Mitreabove the (Fows : Since whatſbever Pow, 


er, is here challenged as of Divine Right; is pure! 


rely Spi 
tual, exercis'd to Spirirual ends and purpoles; fo far trom 


interfering with the Civi!,from Abſolving men from that 
Obedience ; which is indilpenſably due hereunto; tha 
whereſoever ir rakes place, it abates nothing of tharns 


tural Right which the Magiftrate had in the Aﬀairs'df / 


Religion : Yet herein it will appear , that the Wiſdom 
of the deſpiſed King of the Jews, did far ſurmount all 
' the Policies of the World ; in that he hath ſo interwoven 
the Concerns of His Charch with the Intereft of the 
Sate;, that at the ſame time any man ſhall dare to be- 
come an 'Ememy to his Kingdom , he muſt ceaſc- to.be a 
Friend to Caeſars. 

-TI.' The reaſonableneſs of this Submiſſion will appear 
from thoſe promiſes of Afiſtance , which Chrift hath 
made to.them', but not to others without them; mach 
kf xo! othets againſt them : And thoſe are 1omination, 
Direo2 and Power. Tumination , in things Obſcure; 
Diretion, in things Difficult ; Power , to encounter; 
and overcome all Oppoſition. | 

And this may be one Reaſon , why Chriff did not 
Arm his Diſciples with a Temporal Sword ; for certain- 
ly He, who had all Power given Him in Heaven, and 
on Eaxth , might have done it, if He had pleag'd , be- 


cauſe He furniſh'd them with ſuch Extraordinary Virres, 


as did abundantly lupply the defeCt of that. Thus they 
who could faiſe the Dead from the Grave , needed no 
other Argument to gain the Living: They. who could 
convince the Canſciences , captivate the Underftand- 
ings , beat down the Imaginations, and conquer rhe 
AﬀeCtions'of their Adyerfaries , needed 'no Sword, 'oor 
Spezr, nor any of the Bloody Engines of War', to make 
themſelves Maſters of the Field. 4c 
Now the ſame Szir#r, though not in the fame a" 
| ot 
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| dat i refide. in the Govennors of the Church; though 
- do.-not equalize. the Apoſthes in rorking of Ma 
cles, diverſities of. Languages , extent af Juriſdittion ; 
though they have not , as they had, the whole Warld 
for their Dioceſs ; yet are they ſtill Biſhops of Souls ; Pa- 
furs, and Daors for the (1 Sos Rath of the Saints, for 
the Edifying of the Body of Chriſt, till we all come in the 
Unity of the Faith , wnto a pune may itt mar ae We. 
Either thea let Private men wubmut to their Spirunuzel Go- 
vernours ; exerciſing their. Commiſion according, xa God's 
Word ;- or elſe let them waxrant, their Diſſent, with 
greater, at leaſt equal: Atteftarions of the Divine Fax 
| your; and then there will be no great fear of any danger 
wiſing from Diflenting Brethren, 

. TH. The reaſonableneſs of this Submiſſian will appear 
fron their Study and Learning in Nivine Matters , and 
| from the far-leſs Knowledge and ordinary Capacity. in 
others., 'The ' Apoſtles. they had their Knowledge of 
| Divine things , either from a conſtant and familiar con- 
; verſe with their Maſter:, or elle from that plentiful Ef- 
fuſion of the Holy-Ghouft, which He vouchſated them 
| immediately- upon His. Refſtauration to His Heavenly 
Kingdom. . 2 | 
- That which was: thus wonderfully beſtowed upon 
them , their Succeſſors-are forc'd to acquire, by hard 
Study, great Induſtry, frequent and fervent Adareſs to the 
Fountain of Wiſdom. For , not only the Knowledge of 
Languages , a Calmneſs of Ming, —_—_ ruffled with the 
ftorms-of Paſſhon, nor diſtrated with the Cares of the 
World ; but likewiſe a piercing Judgment , to diſtinguiſh 
between the Literal and Figurative ſenſe , to weigh the 
ſcope and coherence of things , to compare one place 
with another, to illuſtrate ns 4h Texts, £ thoſe which 
are more plain, to conſult, and find out the ſenſe of An-- 
tiquity, is required to a right underſtanding of the Scri- 
| D 2. ptures : 
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Mtures : For they do not only contain 'things of they 


elves hard to be underſtood; : but morevver,' thoſe very! 


things are rendred more difficult, by the Malice of Satay, 
and the Cunning of his Agents. The Enemy hath ſown 
ſuch a prodigious quantity of 7ares , that 'tis very hard' 
ſometimes to find out the Mheat :* What* wonder: then, 


if ſuch a ſpawn of Monſtrous Opinions flow from' the - 


Scriptures falling either into prophane hands, or being 
interpreted by a private, ſelf-conceited, and unruly 
rit? Tf St. Paul, who was caught up into the third Hea. 
vens, and was even opprefs'd with Revelations ;' never- 
theleſs cryes out, as well for the Di/icalty, as the Dignity 
of his F#x#tion, Who is ſufficient for theſe things? Then 
certainly it can be no Diſparagement to the Laziry , hoiy- 
ever quick-ſighted they may be in other Afﬀairs, to ſup- 
poſe them not fuch competent Judges here, as'thoſe of 
the Clergy are. And indeed, we' hear' of very few; 
though never ſuch Deſpiſers of the dull Clergy in their 
life-time , but are very willing to admit of .their advice 
and aſftance when they come to Dye. 2, I 

IV. Fourthly and laſtly ,” The neceſſity of this Sub- 
miſſion appears, as *tis the only means to reſtore Peace 
and Unity to the Church ; Happineſs and Tranquility: 
to the State, how ineffeCtual the ſeveral Projets of Com- 
prehenſion, Toleration, unwarrantable Compliance-have pro- 
ved to effett the Work of Coalition : T mean'to Compole 
thoſe Dyfferences, and Unite thoſe Diviſions which 41o fu- 
rioully Rage among us ; we either are, or *tis to be fear- 
ed, by ſad Experience, may be Taught. 

Theſe Projeffs can only lay claim to an imaginary 
Happineſs, and however plauſible they may ſeem 1n the 
Notion , yet may they prove dangerous in thePrattice, 
at leaſt, not attain the ends for which they were de- 
Ggnd. For, in truth, as well may we expe To gather 
| Grapes from Thorns, or Figs from Thiſtles ,, as that a Tok- 
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ration 'of Diſagreements , - ſhould —_— .the bleiſed 
Fruits of Peace and -Concord:! *Thefe are Contraries, 
and deſtroy-each'other. © _ 0 "4'LE41 

.Now, what other Expedient have we left but the Re- 

ſtoring, and Aﬀſerting the Diſcipline of the Church. : That 
ſorhey, who will neither Hold the Faith, nor keep 4 good, 
Conſcience, by being deliver'd up to Satan, may learn, at' 
laſt, not to blaſpheme. Many and grievous are the Guilts, 
which are charg'd upon the-Church of Rome ; yet ſuch 
is the Exaf#neff of Her D:ſcipline , and the Obedience of 
Her Sons and Danghters, conſequent _= it, as hath hi- 
therto preſerv'd Her from Ruine. . Now , if our Fears 
of the Increaſe of Popery, be as real, as they are pretend- 
ed, methinks it ſhould be no ill Policy to leara Wiſdom 
from our Adverſaries ; for that which preſerves a Corru- 
pred Church from Falling , -in all likelihood will make a 
Pure One-to:Flouriſh. 

However., we-are-little the better for being-deliver'd 
from the Sl/averies of an Implicit Faith, and Foreign S#- 
perſtition , if we run into Licentiouſnef#, Infidelity , and 
Irrelizion at Home. For , who is ſo blind as not to ſee 
that Irreverence and Diſreſpe&t for the Lord's (ergy, 
hath been accompanied with a manifeſt Dec1y of Pzery, 
anda notorious Contempt of the moſt Efſential Parts of 
Riigion ? That want of Submiſſion , to the Juſt and 
Pious Determinations of the Church , no leſs Juſtly and Pi- 
oully ratified and eſtabliſhed by the. Xzmg and Szate, hath 
given Birth to ſuch monſtrous Variety of Opinions , as 
hath ſcarce left any .Fundamental of the Faith unque- 
ſtion'd, if not denied ;. Atheiſm creeping in by inſenſible 
degrees, from indulging too great a Latitude in Matters 
of Religion. | | | 

And now 1a the Cloſe of All, Let every Man {criouſly 
confider with himſelf the Hainouſnefi aud Danzer of 
Shiſm.; and the bleſſed Effects of Obedience. 


The: 
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The Danger of Schiſiny, in thas it breaks:che Precias 


Unity of the Church, alienates.the Afﬀetions of the-Mew. 
bers.thereof, Who, as. they have but one # aith, fo they 
ſhould have but one Soul. And ſo inſtead of Love , Jy, 
Peace, Long-ſuffering, Farbearance, Meckneſs , Tempereme, 
thoſe ho Fruits of the Spirit , which adorn private 
Men , and lecure the publick Peace, there ariſe 

Variance, Emulation, Wrath, Strife, Evil Surmifing, Sedi 
tion, Hereſies, Murders ; thoſe ugly Works of the Fleſh, 
which. diſſolve the Bonds of Society , and exclude Men 


from the Kingdom of God. How that the Schi/matich is. 


arreſted. with Fears. and Jealouſies from without , when 
he conſiders his Sin of Diſobedience againſt thoſe whom. 
the Lord hath ſet over him, and the Dreaafulneſs of the 
Churches Cenſures, whea juſtly incurr'd for his Difobe- 
dience, How that he is tormented with fad and un- 


comfortable RefleQions.from within ; being Unſtable.ry. 


all his Ways, ever learning, but. never coming to the Knon- 


ledge of the Truth ; but being abandon'd to the Delaſions: 


of a Private Spirit, he is-milerably. tols'd to and fro with 


every Wind of Do#rine, till at tengrh he makes an Eter-. 


nal Shipwrack of the Faith. 


| On the contrary , the bleſſed Effefts of Obedience; 


how the Humble Chriſtian, by an happy Reſignation of 


| lis Judgment, there where our Lord ſeems to demand: 
it-, enjoys a.perpetual Peace,, and Freedom- from Dil-. 


pute, together with all his Fellow-Members of the. ſame 
Myſtical Body. As for. thoſe great Myſteries of Goalimeſs, 


which concern his Salvation, though they are above his. 
Reaſon , yet not. above his Faith ; and he had rather 
rely on the Churches Deciſions of them , when he finds. 


no place of Scripture plainly contrary to ſuch Deciſions, 


than either give way to his own Car:ofity, or heed to the 
Ofeony of this World , leſt he ſhould thereby wreſt chem. 
70 his own Deſtrydion. And this he thinks he may do 


with 
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with leſs trouble to himſelf, and greater aſſurance of tho 
Truth, and ſo he continues ſound in the Faith , without . 
bcing Skilld in thoſe unhappy Controverſies, in which 
the Dipnters of this World have involy'd it. 

And this Harmony of Faith and Doitrine is always ac- 
companied with an entire League , and Union of Cha- 
' rity, {that common Badge by which Chriſtians were 
once diſtinguiſh'd from the reſt of the World] and a 
Bleſſed Vniformity of God's Publick Worſhip and Ser- 
vice, whereby the Members of the Church Militant , in 
ſome ſort, reſemble the Saints of the Church Triumphant. 

In a Word, in this Obedience ,-the Humble Chriſtian 
goes 0n ſecurely , and chearfully, in the Ways of God's 
Commandments ; And inſtead of troubling his Head with 
the oy9ye of Religion, praQtiſeth thoſe plain, but moſt 
important Duries of Goalineſs, Righteouſneſs, and Sobriety ; 
which will render his Lite happy here, and crown him 
with Eternal Felzcity hereafter. 


